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European territorial European territorial disparitiesdisparities in 2000 in 2000 
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EuropeEurope‘‘ss changingchanging context context 

Demography: ageing population; immigration pressure and Demography: ageing population; immigration pressure and 
sociosocio--cultural integration; impacts of ageing on regional cultural integration; impacts of ageing on regional 
labourlabour marketsmarkets
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EuropeEurope‘‘ss changingchanging context context 

•• EconomyEconomy:: acceleratingaccelerating globalisation, globalisation, technologicaltechnological
developmentdevelopment, , furtherfurther EU EU enlargementsenlargements, EU , EU policiespolicies: : 
cohesioncohesion versus global versus global competitivenesscompetitiveness

•• EnergyEnergy:: increasingincreasing energyenergy pricesprices and emergenceand emergence ofof a a 
new new energyenergy paradigmparadigm

•• Transport:Transport: saturationsaturation of euroof euro--corridors, impactscorridors, impacts of energyof energy
priceprice on on mobilitymobility and accessibilityand accessibility, , technologicaltechnological
innovations are innovations are upcomingupcoming (fuel (fuel cellscells and hydrogenand hydrogen
technologytechnology, , hybridhybrid cars) but are cars) but are theythey implementedimplemented fastfast
enoughenough? ? 

•• ClimateClimate change:change: strongstrong territorial impacts, (major territorial impacts, (major 
challenge)challenge)
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ExploringExploring possiblepossible butbut extreme extreme situationssituations: : 
somesome examplesexamples

•• EuropeanEuropean externalexternal bordersborders openedopened to immigrants?to immigrants?

•• RespondingResponding to transport to transport demanddemand: : prioritypriority to new to new 
motorwaysmotorways??

•• TheThe EU EU withwith 40 40 membermember states?states?

•• RuralRural areas withoutareas without rural rural developmentdevelopment policypolicy and withand with
liberalisedliberalised CAP?CAP?

•• Territorial impactsTerritorial impacts of climateof climate change in change in southernsouthern Europe Europe 
withoutwithout preventionprevention policiespolicies??
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IntegratedIntegrated territorial territorial scenariosscenarios up to 2030up to 2030

•• Baseline Baseline scenario:scenario: continuation of trends, but continuation of trends, but 
consideration of recent changes (energy, climate, Kyoto consideration of recent changes (energy, climate, Kyoto 
etc.)etc.)

•• CohesionCohesion--orientedoriented scenario:scenario: Strong Structural Policies; Strong Structural Policies; 
deepening of integration; freezing further EU deepening of integration; freezing further EU 
enlargements; sustainability in the forefrontenlargements; sustainability in the forefront

•• CompetitivenessCompetitiveness--orientedoriented scenarioscenario:: FurtherFurther liberalisationliberalisation
ofof EU EU policiespolicies; promotion; promotion ofof innovationinnovation and and 
entrepreneurshipentrepreneurship; ; ambitiousambitious EU EU enlargementsenlargements
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Up to 2015: Up to 2015: strongstrong catchingcatching up up butbut still still 
significantsignificant disparitiesdisparities ((BaselineBaseline scenarioscenario))

Christian Muschwitz 

Departement VI Applied Geography / Spatial Development & Planning

CompetitivenessCompetitiveness oror cohesioncohesion??
Main Main differencesdifferences withwith thethe BaselineBaseline scenarioscenario
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FurtherFurther congestioncongestion oror improvedimproved accessibilityaccessibility? ? 
BaselineBaseline scenario scenario 
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Different regional Different regional patternspatterns of of investmentsinvestments in in 
roadroad and and railwaysrailways ((BaselineBaseline scenarioscenario) ) 
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Sketches of Sketches of integratedintegrated territorial territorial perspectives perspectives 
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TheThe baselinebaseline
territorial territorial 

perspective perspective 
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TheThe cohesioncohesion--
orientedoriented

territorial territorial 
perspective perspective 
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TheThe
competitivenesscompetitiveness

––orientedoriented
territorial territorial 

perspective  perspective  
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ChallengingChallenging lessonslessons fromfrom thethe territorial territorial 
perspectivesperspectives

•• MarketMarket forces and general evolution of EU society (will) have forces and general evolution of EU society (will) have 
important impacts, compared to those of public policiesimportant impacts, compared to those of public policies

•• The The EU territory has to deal with a number of new challenges, EU territory has to deal with a number of new challenges, 
independently from policy options (cohesion or competitiveness):independently from policy options (cohesion or competitiveness):
ageing, new energy paradigm, climate change, accelerating ageing, new energy paradigm, climate change, accelerating 
globalisationglobalisation, EU geopolitical environment, EU geopolitical environment

•• The The longlong--term evolution of EU regions (more than 20 years) may term evolution of EU regions (more than 20 years) may 
significantly differ from the mediumsignificantly differ from the medium--term evolution (up to 10/ 15 term evolution (up to 10/ 15 
years). The present catching up processes may have changed years). The present catching up processes may have changed 
considerably by 2030considerably by 2030

•• The The territorial perspectives show significant differences which haveterritorial perspectives show significant differences which have
to be understood and meditated. None of them is an optimal scenato be understood and meditated. None of them is an optimal scenariorio
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HowHow to to shapeshape a a desirabledesirable territorial territorial 
perspectiveperspective??

•• It It will not eliminate all territorial disparities and shortcomings will not eliminate all territorial disparities and shortcomings because because 
inertia and market forces are strong and resources are limitedinertia and market forces are strong and resources are limited

•• It It has to ensure that shorthas to ensure that short--term benefits do not generate longterm benefits do not generate long--term term 
drawbacks and that the search of equity does not inhibit and offdrawbacks and that the search of equity does not inhibit and offset set 
real development opportunitiesreal development opportunities

•• It It is more than a compromise between the cohesionis more than a compromise between the cohesion--oriented and the oriented and the 
competitivenesscompetitiveness--oriented territorial perspectives. It includes oriented territorial perspectives. It includes 
additional objectives and dimensionsadditional objectives and dimensions

•• PresentPresent policies (including those related to competitiveness and policies (including those related to competitiveness and 
cohesion) are not sufficient. New, rather ambitious and futurecohesion) are not sufficient. New, rather ambitious and future--
oriented policies have to be developedoriented policies have to be developed
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Main Main messagesmessages of of thethe rollroll--backback scenarioscenario

•• As As policy cannot change some of the fundamental evolutions, it has policy cannot change some of the fundamental evolutions, it has 
to adapt to it: depopulation of some areas (to adapt to it: depopulation of some areas («« intelligent shrinking intelligent shrinking »»), ), 
metropolitanisationmetropolitanisation of the knowledge economy (faceof the knowledge economy (face--toto--face)face)

•• GivingGiving up public control of many aspects of economic and societal up public control of many aspects of economic and societal 
activities, means a reinforcement of the dominance of market foractivities, means a reinforcement of the dominance of market forces ces 
in the shaping of our territoriesin the shaping of our territories

•• To To reach the territorial goals important public investments have toreach the territorial goals important public investments have to be be 
made: made: generalisationgeneralisation of the Scandinavian model of high tax levels?of the Scandinavian model of high tax levels?
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Main Main messagesmessages of of thethe rollroll--backback scenarioscenario

•• A A desirable territorial perspective is a real choice of society todesirable territorial perspective is a real choice of society to which which 
a variety of public, a variety of public, sectoralsectoral policies have to contribute: education, policies have to contribute: education, 
innovation, transport, CAPinnovation, transport, CAP

•• National National policies very important for territorial developmentpolicies very important for territorial development

•• Proposition: Proposition: EnlargenEnlargen thethe MaastrichtMaastricht criteria to include larger policy criteria to include larger policy 
goals, such as spending on education and R&D, availability and goals, such as spending on education and R&D, availability and 
access to services, use of access to services, use of renewablesrenewables and collective transport, etcand collective transport, etc
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IfIf youyou wantwant to to knowknow moremore::

A short versionA short version of theof the 3.2 final report3.2 final report
((caca. 60 pages . 60 pages willwill bebe readyready in in springspring 2007)2007)

DoDo not forgetnot forget::
allall ESPON ESPON projectsprojects and alland all reportsreports of the of the 

projectsprojects cancan bebe downloadeddownloaded underunder
wwwwww..esponespon.eu.eu
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Thank for your attention!Thank for your attention!

Christian Christian MuschwitzMuschwitz (University of Trier)(University of Trier)

muschwitz@unimuschwitz@uni--trier.detrier.de


