Meath Under Pressure - Just
Another Dublin Suburb?

Kevin Stewart

Director of Planning and Economic
Development

Meath County Council
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Population
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1996 - 110,00
2002 - 135,000
2006 - 162,000
48% increase In 10 years.




The Dublin Invasion

Between 1996 and 2002 over 75% of new
Meath residents had previously lived in
Dublin

10 years now account for about 22% of our
population




Average House Prices - 2005

New House in Dublin - €350,000
Second Hand House 1n Dublin - €439,000
New House In Meath - €293,000
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Planning Policy

Meath is regarded as part of the Greater
Dublin Area for Planning purposes.

: Regional Planning Guidelines for the G.D.A.
' set the parameters for Planning policy in
Meath




Dublin Failed to Deliver
2002 to 2006

Population of Dublin region increased by
63,300 (34%).

Population of Mid East Region (including
Meath) increased by 62,500 (65%)

emember the policy was to grow Dublin and
slow the Mid East !!
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Where Am 1?

Anecdotal evidence
suggests that many
new residents don’t
know where they are
living !

B
R
?

-9

-9

-9
=

-9
-
e
e

. ®

. @

- ®
>

. @



§. What is the Councillor Supposed

to do?
Councillors make policy

Faced with difficult choices

To much zoned land but not enough community
facilities

Promote plan lead or accept developer driven
solution
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|_ocal Need

New development in most of our towns and
villages should be restricted to “local need”
only.

Are Councillors prepared to adopt that as a
policy?
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Citizen Participation in Planning

Of over 900 submissions received on the new draft
plan very few were from “ordinary citizens”.

Advertising campaign in which every community
group, residents association and sports club in the
county was contacted.

What's the solution?
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Draft County
Development Plan has
Identified further
strategic locations




Near the capital
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® National Publicity
Campalign

Creating a
base for job
expansion

The availability of third-level
courses locally is a major asset
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There 1S another view!
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Does It matter where we live?
More houses are needed

Why should public service delivery be
determined by old lines on a map?
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C%\th Ireland's Heritage Capital

For your free information pack call 1850 300 789 www.meathtourism.ie



Thank You

Kevin Stewart

29/11/06




