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“I believe the quality of life in 
society and the ultimate health 

of our communities depends 
on the willingness of 

people to become
involved and active”

- An Taoiseach
14th April 2005
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Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown in Context
Population Change 2002 - 2006

•Population Decline in      
Older Neighbourhoods

•Growth in Suburbs

•Expanding Commuter 
Belt

Source: Central Statistics Office.  Map reproduced by Permission of OSI
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Upto5%Decline
Upto5%Increase
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Map prepared by: Brendan O’Keeffe, NUI Maynooth
Digital Boundaries: OSI
Data Source: Census of Population, Central Statistics Office

Population Change in Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown
2002 - 2006
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Percentage of the Population aged 65 Years and Over, 2002.

Map prepared by: Brendan O’Keeffe, NUI Maynooth
Digital Boundaries: OSI
Data Source: Census of Population, Central Statistics Office
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Less than 10%
10% to 16% (national average)
16% to 20%
20% to 25%
Over 25%

EmptyNest HoueholdsandHouseholdsComprisedofRetiredPerson(s) WithNoChildren,
asaPercentageof AllHouseholds, 2002.

Map prepared by: Brendan O’Keeffe, NUI Maynooth
Digital Boundaries: OSI
Data Source: Census of Population, Central Statistics Office





Community Development Groups and Organisations 
currently supported by Southside Partnership
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Community Facilities and Supports in
Dún Laoghaire - Rathdown
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Local Governance in Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown : Organisational Matrix
Linkages, Representation and Co-Ordination
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Inter-Organisational Linkages
Representative Fora/ Bodies
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Community Forum
Interface between Citizens and Local Government

Facilitated but not led by Local Government

Focus – targets and indicators

High Levels of Affiliation

Participation Challenges

Scale- spatial, remit

Resources – human (voluntary and professional)
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Number of Groups Affiliated to the Community Forum by ED 
in Dun-Laoghaire - Rathdown, 2006.

Map prepared by: Brendan O’Keeffe, NUI Maynooth
Digital Boundaries: OSI
Data Source: DLR County Development Board

Number of Groups Affiliated to the Community Forum in 
Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown, by ED in 2006



Community Platform

Social Inclusion Focus

Poverty-Proofing

Inter-Group Networking

Value of Links to SSP

On-going Capacity Building

Participation in Formal Channels



Community Platform Members’ Levels of Agreement 
with Statements about Local Governance in DLR

Low Scores High Scores

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Co. Co. takes CP views on board

CDB Officers take CP views on board

Forum reflects the view of the Platfrom

CP has Coherent Terms of reference

CP influences Policy and Decisions

Danger of Dependency on SSP

SSP Support is Essential

CP Promotes Co-Operation



Community Platform Members’ Levels of Satisfaction 
with Aspects of Local Governance

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Links between CP
and CF

Feedback from
Representatives

Role of SSP

Role of CDB



County Development Board
•Most Innovative Aspect of Local Government

•Co-Ordination Role and Potential

•Promoting Information Sharing and Joint Actions

•Pioneering Initiatives

•Plays Facilitative Role

•Strong Leadership / Visionary Elements

•Developing County Identity.



CDB Challenges

Identity – Sub-ordinate to Local Authority
or

County Co-Ordinating Body with 
Strong Influence in Local Government

Powers of Persuasion – or more ?

Reporting and Feedback – Accountability

Poverty-Proofing



CDB Members Levels of Agreement with Statements 
about Local Governance in DLR

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

The C&V Sector should be involved in social issues
mainly

The C&V Sector should be fully involved in local
governance

The CF should focus on excluded groups

The CF should be as broad as possible

Extra seats on CDB for the CF

Other agencies should follow CDB's approach

CDB involvement by C&V Sector is positive



Conclusions
And

Recommendations



Conclusions and Observations
•Evolving and Improving Governance and 

Accountability in DLR
•Complex yet Complementary Organisational Roles
•Vehicles for Citizen Participation (sectoral and 

geographic)
•Responsive State Sector – but not uniform
•Persistence of some ‘Silos’
•Community-Level Partnership
•Co-Ordination does not Imply Service Delivery
•New Target Groups
•Poverty and Equality-Proofing
•SCALE



Spatial Remit
Functional Areas / Development Districts
Coherent, Homogenous
Inter-community Networking
Recognise Diversity
County Identity



Recommendations
•Outreach Actions over Re-location of Administration

•Positive / Proactive Inclusion of new Groups

•Monitor, Record and Account for Agency Buy-In and 
Contributions to CDB Strategy

•Enhance South Side Partnership Role in Community 
Capacity-Building – cohesion opportunities

•Highlight Social Inclusion

•Community Facilities

•Greater Networking and Mainstreaming


